MICHAEL G. GARRETSON
30 Rue D’Oultremont, Premier Etage, Etterbeek 1040, Belgium
Mobile: +32 (496) 827141; E-mail: mike@mikegarretson.com
Employment
October 2008 – 


Office of Peter Skinner MEP, Brussels, Belgium
A British Labour Party politician who represents the people of Southeast England in the European Parliament
  



Stagiaire
· Develop content for Mr. Skinner’s website and conduct online and social media outreach
· Brief Mr. Skinner on U.S. political developments relevant to his work on the European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with the United States
· Assist in the planning of meetings with allied organisations and in the drafting of articles, correspondence and remarks
Feb 2007 – Sept 2008

American Council of Young Political Leaders, Washington, DC, USA

An international exchange organization for young U.S. and foreign political leaders between the ages of 25 and 40

  



Communications Coordinator
· Drafted and distributed media advisories, press releases and press statements and publicized the Council’s mission and programs
· Fostered and maintained relationships with appropriate journalists
· Wrote newsletters and news flashes and managed their production and distribution
· Developed and updated the Council’s marketing materials and strategies
· Served as webmaster and content administrator for the Council’s website, http://www.acypl.org
Nov 2006 - Feb 2007

Sparber & Associates, Washington, DC, USA

A public affairs and policy consulting firm that specialized in leveraging opportunities in the homeland security, energy, and public safety markets.





Assistant Project Manager
· Coordinated the review of a guidance document for first responders on liquefied natural gas (LNG) hazards and the U.S. government processes in place to ensure LNG safety

· Conducted research on fabric flammability and residential fire sprinkler standards and liaised with first responders to obtain fire reports

· Updated and partially redesigned the International Consortium for Fire Safety, Health and the Environment’s website, http://www.clean-and-safe.org

Jan 2006 - Sept 2006

Qorvis Communications, LLC, Washington, DC, USA

One of the largest independent, full-service communications firms in the United States 





Outreach and Media & Government Relations Support
· Wrote media advisories, press releases, Op-Eds, and letters to the editor
· Assisted in the planning of regional outreach tours for international clients
· Developed targeted media contact lists and pitched radio, television and print outlets
· Analyzed print and TV media pertinent to clients
· Participated in media training sessions
June 2004 - Aug 2004
Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy at the U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC, USA

A bipartisan panel appointed by the President and confirmed by the U.S. Senate that analyzes and evaluates the U.S. Government’s international public relations capabilities.





Public Diplomacy Intern
· Conducted media relations and event planning
· Researched international public relations strategies for the Commission’s annual report
· Analyzed print and TV media pertinent to public diplomacy
· Coordinated policy briefings for Commissioners and State Department personnel
· Maintained an interim secret clearance
Sept 2003 - Feb 2004
General Wesley Clark for President, Norman, OK/Manchester, NH, USA

The 2003 Democratic primary campaign of former Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, General Wesley K. Clark, USA-Ret.





Intern and Vice President, “Sooners4Clark”
· Led crowd-building efforts for an on-campus rally attended by more than 600 people
· Coordinated campaign outreach and visibility efforts at the University of Oklahoma
· Participated in canvassing, phone-banking, and visibility efforts in Oklahoma and New Hampshire
Education
Sept 2008 -
University of Kent at Brussels - Brussels School of International Studies, Brussels, Belgium

· M.A. in Political Strategy and Communication
Jan 2007 - May 2008
George Washington University Graduate School of Political Management, Washington, DC, USA

· Postgraduate Certificate in Political Management
June 2002 - Dec 2005

University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK, USA

· B.A. in International Studies (equivalent to a British Honours degree) with minors in French and Religious Studies
Sep 2004 - June 2005
Université Michel de Montaigne - Bordeaux III and Alliance Française, Bordeaux, Aquitaine, France

· Studied French literature and culture and contemporary U.S. history; also gained proficiency in intercultural communications and the French language
Other Skills
· Extensive experience using MS Word, MS FrontPage, MS Publisher, MS PowerPoint, MS Excel, Cision MediaSource, Leaderships Directories, Lexis-Nexis, and Factiva

· Advanced knowledge of French language (reading, writing, and speaking)

· Experience living, studying, and working in intercultural and international settings

Personal Details
Date of Birth


3 June 1983

Nationality


USA

Gender



Male

Interests
politics and current affairs, international communication and public diplomacy, international travel and foreign languages
